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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-12, 14-23, 25-33, and 50-55 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 50, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Honma (U.S. Patent 6,304,313) in view of Ejima et al. (U.S. Patent 
6,259,469) in view of Nemoto et al. (JP 9-23375) in view of Katayama et al. (U.S. Patent 
6,389,179). 

Regarding claim 1, Honma discloses in Fig. 1 a digital camera (101) 
having a normal shooting mode and a text shooting mode (col. 14, lines 31-35), 
comprising: an image pickup unit (103) which captures an. image of a subject and 
converts the image into image data (col. 5, lines 33-38); a compressing unit (106) 
which generates compressed image data by compressing the image data 
outputted from the image pickup unit (col. 5, lines 33-38); a storage unit (107) 
which stores the compressed image data (col. 5, line 38); a decompressing unit 
(108) which compresses the compressed image data (col. 5, lines 39-40); a 
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switching unit (a switch on the user interface (111)) which switches the normal 
shooting mode to the text shooting mode and vice versa (col. 6, lines 34-44); and 
an image processing unit (117) which performs image processing to the image 
data, wherein, after the decompressing unit decompresses the compressed 
image data of an image captured in the text shooting mode and stored in the 
storage unit, the image processing unit effects image processing appropriate to a 
transmission destination to resulting decompressed image data (col. 5, line 66 - 
col. 6, line 9). However, Honma fails to explicitly teach a digital camera with 
which a transmission destination unit which selects a destination to transmit the 
image data to, the destination being one of a facsimile machine or an email 
address, wherein the image processing is different for the email address and the 
facsimile machine; that the image processing unit detects a shooting angle of the 
digital camera with respect to the subject; and in the text shooting mode, the 
storage unit stores shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence with 
the compressed image data, and the image processing unit effects the image 
processing to the image data based on the shooting condition data. 

Referring to the Ejima et al. reference, Ejima et al. discloses a digital 
camera comprising a transmission destination unit which selects a destination to 
transmit the image data to, the destination being one of a facsimile machine or 
an email address; and an image processing unit that performs image processing 
differently for the email address and the facsimile machine (abstract; Figs. 20-26; 
col. 24, lines 47-51; col. 28, lines 12-15). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the teaching of allowing the 
user to send image data to various locations as disclosed by Ejima et al. with the 
digital camera disclosed by Honma in order to make the camera more versatile 
by providing the user with more options than just sending an image to a printer. 
However, Honma in view of Ejima et al. fail to disclose a digital camera with an 
image processing unit detects a shooting angle of the digital camera with respect 
to the subject and in the text shooting mode, the storage unit stores shooting 
condition data in a one-to-one correspondence with the compressed image data, 
and the image processing unit effects the image processing to the image data 
based on the shooting condition data. 

Referring to the Nemoto et al. reference, Nemoto et al. discloses a digital 
camera wherein the image processing unit detects a shooting angle of the digital 
camera with respect to the subject (constitution). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the angle detection unit as 
disclosed by Nemoto et al. with the digital camera disclosed by Honma in view of 
Ejima et al. in order to provide a proper quality image in accordance with the 
photographic conditions (the position of the subject). However, Honma in view of 
Ejima et al. in view Nemoto et al. fails to disclose the storage unit storing 
shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence with the compressed 
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image data, and the image processing unit effects the image processing to the 
image data based on the shooting condition data. 

Referring to the Katayama et al. reference, Katayama et al. discloses a 
storage unit that stores shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence 
with the compressed image data, and the image processing unit effects the 
image processing to the image data based on the shooting condition (Fig. 9; col. 
13, lines 6-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the shooting condition data in a 
one-to-one correspondence with the compressed image data as taught by 
Katayama et al. with the digital camera disclosed by Honma in view of Ejima et 
al. in view of Nemoto et al. in order to easily process the image according to the 
shooting conditions. 

Regarding claim 3, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. 
in view of Katayama et al. discloses all the limitations as previously discussed 
with respect to claim 1 as well as disclosing that the digital camera further 
comprises a data communication unit (116) which allows a data communication 
with an external device (Honma: col. 5, lines 62-65). 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 1 and 3 (respectively) above. 

Regarding claim 50, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. 
in view of Katayama et al. disclose all the limitations as previously discussed with 
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respect to claim 1 , including that the shooting condition data includes at least one 
of shooting magnification and guidance frame information (Katayama et al.: Fig. 
9 - the header provides focus information which in turns provides information 
regarding the shooting magnification). 

Regarding claim 51, please see the rejection basis/rationale as described 
in claim 50 above. 

4. Claims 4-6 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. 
as applied to claims 1, 3, 7, and 8 above, and further in view of Safai et al. (U.S. Patent 
6,167,469). 

Regarding claim 4, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. 
in view of Katayama et al. discloses all the limitations as previously discussed 
with respect to claims 1 and 3, but fails to disclose that the digital camera further 
comprises: a memory which stores name and/or telephone number and/or 
address of a destination, and an image deleting flag that specifies whether the 
image data should be deleted or not after transmission in a one-to-one 
correspondence; and a deleting unit; which deletes the image data that has been 
transmitted through the data communication unit in accordance with the image 
deleting flag stored in the memory. 

Referring to the Safai et al. reference, Safai et al. discloses a digital 
camera that comprises: a memory (212) which stores name and/or telephone 
number and/or address of a destination (col. 2, lines 45-48; col. 9, lines 1 5-45), 
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and an image deleting flag that specifies whether the image data should be 
deleted or not after transmission in a one-to-one correspondence (Fig. 4F; col. 
12, lines 55-60; delete option check box (472)); and a deleting unit (trash (442); 
Fig. 4C) which deletes the image data that has been transmitted through the data 
communication unit in accordance with the image deleting flag stored in the 
memory (col. 10, lines 60-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the addresses and controlled the 
deleting of images as described by Safai et al. with the digital camera disclosed 
by Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et 
al. in order to allow the camera to be more user friendly. 

Regarding claim 5, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. 
in view of Katayama et al. in view of Safai et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 3 including that digital camera 
further comprises a deleting unit which deletes the image data that has been 
transmitted through the data communication unit depending on a transmission 
destination (Safai et al.: col. 12, lines 55-60; col. 8, lines 61-67 - email or 
physical mail address). 

Regarding claim 6, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. 
in view of Katayama et al. in view of Safai et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 , 3, and 4 including that a 
manipulator is allowed to arbitrarily set a content of the memory (Safai et al.: col. 
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3, lines 23-28 - operator can delete unwanted images using the Trash icon to 
free up memory space). 

Regarding claims 9-11, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 4-6 (respectively) above. 
5. Claims 12, 14, 18, 19, 23, 25, 29, 30, 52, 54, and 55 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Honma (U.S. Patent 6,304,31 3) in view of 
Ejima et al. (U.S. Patent 6,259,469) in view of Fellegara et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2001/0015760) in view of Nemoto et al. (JP 9-23375) in view of Katayama et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,389,179). 

Regarding claim 12, Honma discloses in Fig. 1 a digital camera (101) 
having a normal shooting mode and a text shooting mode (col. 14, lines 31-35), 
comprising: an image pickup unit (103) which captures an image of a subject and 
converts the image into image data (col. 5, lines 33-38); a compressing unit (106) 
which generates compressed image data by compressing the image data 
outputted from the image pickup unit (col. 5, lines 33-38); a storage unit (107) 
which stores the compressed image data (col. 5, line 38); a decompressing unit 
(108) which compresses the compressed image data (col. 5, lines 39-40); a 
switching unit ( a switch on the user interface (111)) which switches the normal 
shooting mode to the text shooting mode and vice versa (col. 6, lines 34-44); and 
an image processing unit (117) which performs image processing to the image 
data, wherein, after the decompressing unit decompresses the compressed 
image data of an image captured in the text shooting mode and stored in the 
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storage unit, the image processing unit effects image processing appropriate to a 
transmission destination to resulting decompressed image data (col. 5, line 66 - 
col. 6, line 9), and further recompresses resulting processed image data (col. 5, 
lines 38-42). However, Honma fails to explicitly teach a digital camera 
comprising with which a transmission destination unit which selects a destination 
to transmit the image data to, the destination being one of a facsimile machine or 
an email address, wherein the image processing is different for the email address 
and the facsimile machine, along with the image processing unit effects 
processing including clipping, small-step gray scaling, and resolution changing to 
resulting decompressed image data; the image processing unit detects a 
shooting angle of the digital camera with respect to the subject; and that in the 
text shooting mode, the storage unit stores shooting condition data in a one-to- 
one correspondence with the compressed image data, and the image processing 
unit effects the image processing to the image data based on the shooting 
condition data. 

Referring to the Ejima et al. reference, Ejima et al. discloses a digital 
camera comprising a transmission destination unit which selects a destination to 
transmit the image data to, the destination being one of a facsimile machine or 
an email address; and an image processing unit that performs image processing 
differently for the email address and the facsimile machine (abstract; Figs. 20-26; 
col. 24, lines 47-51 ; col. 28, lines 1 2-1 5). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the teaching of allowing the 
user to send image data to various locations as disclosed by Ejima et al. with the 
digital camera disclosed by Honma in order to make the camera more versatile 
by providing the user with more options than just sending an image to a printer. 
However, Honma in view of Ejima et al. still fail to disclose an image processing 
unit effects processing including clipping, small-step gray scaling, and resolution 
changing to resulting decompressed image data as well as the storage unit 
stores shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence with the 
compressed image data, and the image processing unit effects the image 
processing to the image data based on the shooting condition data in the text 
shooting mode. 

Referring to the Fellegara et al. reference, Fellegara et al. discloses a 
digital camera with an image processing unit (70) (paragraph [0056]) for 
processing clipping, small-step gray scaling, and resolution changing to resulting 
decompressed image data (paragraph [0056] - cropping and resolution 
reducing). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of image 
processing as disclosed by Fellegara et al. with the digital camera as disclosed 
by Honma in view of Ejima et al. in order to minimize storage space and to 
allocate space for flash memory as disclosed by Fellegara et al. (paragraph 
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[0056]). However, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et al. fail to 
disclose a digital camera with an image processing unit detects a shooting angle 
of the digital camera with respect to the subject as well as the storage unit stores 
shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence with the compressed 
image data, and the image processing unit effects the image processing to the 
image data based on the shooting condition data in the text shooting mode. 

Referring to the Nemoto et al. reference, Nemoto et al. discloses a digital 
camera wherein the image processing unit detects a shooting angle of the digital 
camera with respect to the subject (constitution). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the angle detection unit as 
disclosed by Nemoto et al. with the digital camera disclosed by Honma in view of 
Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et al. in order to provide a proper quality image in 
accordance with the photographic conditions (the position of the subject). 
However, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et al. in view of 
Nemoto et al. still fail to disclose that in the text shooting mode, the storage unit 
stores shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence with the 
compressed image data, and the image processing unit effects the image 
processing to the image data based on the shooting condition data. 

Referring to the Katayama et al. reference, Katayama et al. discloses a 
storage unit that stores shooting condition data in a one-to-one correspondence 
with the compressed image data, and the image processing unit effects the 
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image processing to the image data based on the shooting condition (Fig. 9; col. 
13, lines 6-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the shooting condition data in a 
one-to-one correspondence with the compressed image data as taught by 
Katayama et al. with the digital camera disclosed by Honma in view of Ejima et 
al. in view of Nemoto et al. in order to easily process the image according to the 
shooting conditions. 

Regarding claim 14, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et 
al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. discloses all the limitations 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 12 as well as disclosing that the 
digital camera further comprises a data communication unit (1 16) which allows a 
data communication with an external device (Honma: col. 5, lines 62-65). 

Regarding claims 18 and 19, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 12 and 14 (respectively) above. 

Regarding claims 23 and 25, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 12 and 14-17 (respectively) above. 

Regarding claims 29 and 30, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 12 and 14 (respectively) above. 

Regarding claim 52, Honma in view of Ejima in view of Fellegara et al. in 
view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. disclose all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1, including that the shooting condition 
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data includes at least one of shooting magnification and guidance frame 
information (Katayama et al.: Fig. 9 - the header provides focus information 
which in turns provides information regarding the shooting magnification). 

Regarding claims 53-55, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claim 52 above. 
6. Claims 15-17, 20-22, 26-28, and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et al. in view 
of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. as applied to claims 12, 14, 18, 19, 23, 25, 
29, and 30 above, and further in view of Safaietal. (U.S. Patent 6,167,469). 

Regarding claim 15, Honma in view of Safai et al. in view of Fellegara et 
al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. discloses all the limitations 
as previously discussed with respect to claims 12 and 14, but fails to disclose a 
digital camera further comprising: a memory which stores name and/or telephone 
number and/or address of a destination, and an image deleting flag that specifies 
whether the image data should be deleted or not after transmission in a one-to- 
one correspondence; and a deleting unit which deletes the image data that has 
been transmitted through the data communication unit in accordance with the 
image deleting flag stored in the memory. 

Referring to the Safai et al. reference, Safai et al. discloses a digital 
camera that comprises: a memory (212) which stores name and/or telephone 
number and/or address of a destination (col. 2, lines 45-48; col. 9, lines 15-45), 
and an image deleting flag that specifies whether the image data should be 
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deleted or not after transmission in a one-to-one correspondence (Fig. 4F; col. 
12, lines 55-60; delete option check box (472)); and a deleting unit (trash (442); 
Fig. 4C) which deletes the image data that has been transmitted through the data 
communication unit in accordance with the image deleting flag stored in the 
memory (col. 10, lines 60-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have stored the addresses and controlled the 
deleting of images as described by Safai et al. with the digital camera disclosed 
by Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et 
al. in order to allow the camera to be more user friendly. 

Regarding claim 16, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et 
al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. in view of Safai et al. 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claims 12 and 
14 including that digital camera further comprises a deleting unit which deletes 
the image data that has been transmitted through the data communication unit 
depending on a transmission destination (Safai et al.: col. 12, lines 55-60; col. 8, 
lines 61-67 - email or physical mail address). 

Regarding claim 17, Honma in view of Ejima et al. in view of Fellegara et 
al. in view of Nemoto et al. in view of Katayama et al. in view of Safai et al. 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claims 12, 14, 
and 15 including that a manipulator is allowed to arbitrarily set a content of the 
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memory (Safai et al.: col. 3 t lines 23-28 - operator can delete unwanted images 
using the Trash icon to free up memory space). 

Regarding claims 20-22, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 15-17 (respectively) above. 

Regarding claims 26-28, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 15-17 (respectively) above. 

Regarding claims 31-33, please see the rejection basis/rationale as 
described in claims 15-17 (respectively) above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

•7. Claims 36 and 38 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest a digital camera having a normal 
shooting mode and a text shooting mode, comprising: 

a. The display unit controls display and non-display of the guidance in 
accordance with the frame display information stored in the memory (claims 36 
and 38). 

9. Claims 34, 35, 39-41 , and 43-49 are allowed. 
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10. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Prior art fails 
to teach or fairly suggest a digital camera having a normal shooting mode and a text 
shooting mode, comprising: 

a. A display unit that controls display and non-display of the guidance on the 
monitor depending on a transmission destination, wherein the guidance is used 
to notify a shooting condition of a text while displaying on the monitor the video of 
the subject before being shot (claims 34, 35, 39-41 , 43, 48, and 49). 

b. A shooting angle detecting unit, wherein shooting is started when the 
shooting angle of the digital camera with respect to the subject becomes 
substantially perpendicular (claims 44-47). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

HRJ 

May 14, 2007 




